1

THINGS
TO KNOW
about

UrsulaTaylor
4

Ursula Taylor and her
husband, Morgyn, are relative
newcomers to the Silver Creek
community. The couple and
their three children—13year-old Nicol, 10-year-old Cai,
and 4-year-old Isla—moved
to the Carmel collection three
years ago. “We often laugh
that our move across the
ocean was simply meant to
be,” says Ursula, “because in
the U.K. we used to live on
California Lane.”
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The first thing to know about Ursula and her family is they enjoy
traveling and exploring together.
“Years back my husband and I loved
exciting travels to India or Sri Lanka,” says Ursula. “Now, when the
children are still young, we usually
travel to Europe, seeing family and
friends. We’ve also taken a few road
trips around California and to Nevada and we can’t wait to explore more of America.”
The list of differences between London and the Bay Area is
a long one but Ursula was surprised by one thing in particular.
In the U.K., when it comes to restaurants, you can judge a book
by its cover. In the U.S., she’s found the opposite to be true.
”What amazes me about America is there are so many hidden gems,” she says. “So many places that don’t look like much
from the outside but you go in and the food is wonderful.”
The Taylors have adapted quickly to their new home. It was
hard leaving their close friends and family in the U.K. but their
new neighbors and schoolmates made them feel so welcome
they never actually felt homesick. “I think having a British accent helped Nicol and Cai adjust a little bit,” Ursula says. “Kids
came up to them and said how they loved their accent. They
made friends very quickly.”
If the kids needed role models on how to feel at home in a
new country, they didn’t have to look any further than their

parents. The second thing to know
about Ursula and her family is that
their household is multi-cultural.
Though Ursula and Morgyn met in
London neither of them is English.
Morgyn’s father is Welsh and his
mother is Japanese with ties to Hawaii. Ursula grew up in Poland before moving to Britain to study English and pursue higher education.
“We love the cultural diversity in our family,” says Ursula.
“We have Polish, Welsh, and Japanese origins and treasure the
cultural background. The kids often remind us to celebrate
Polish, British, and some Japanese occasions. We also cook
meals that take us back to our roots.”
Though there are a number of languages to choose from—
Morgyn speaks some Japanese after spending a year in Japan
as a youngster, Nicol and Cai attended Polish school in England—the primary language of the household is English.
“Because we have a mixed household, it’s easier to speak the
common language.”
The third thing to know about the Taylor family is they enjoy
an active lifestyle. The weather here, along with the prospect of
furthering Morgyn’s career as a hardware engineer, was a significant factor in their decision to move from California Lane
to California.
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We at Solar System Inc. ensure customer satisfaction by partnering with brands such as
Mitsubishi, LG, and Solar World to bring consumers the best products on the market.
Switching to solar energy with Solar System, Inc. is a simple 3 step process that begins with
receiving a FREE estimate. Take a look at our website below and start saving today!
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The book, Dream-O-Doodle, “is a story for the
youngest audience [children 2-6 years old]. As so
many of our friends and family struggle with putting
children to bed, Dream-O-Doodle promotes a happy,
stress-free bedtime for children and parents.”
“The whole process of creating the book took a
long time, with illustrating and everything,” Ursula
says. “The writing was the easiest part.”

“In the U.K., we loved doing things outdoors, but it was
always raining,” says Ursula. “We simply could not resist the
sunshine and beautiful outdoors. I love taking
king
long walks with friends and family. The
kids love playing together outside.”
When they’re not playing outside, Nicol
and Cai participate in gymnastics, piano,
and taekwondo. Isla, meanwhile, wants to
do everything her older siblings do and
more. “Isla is at least ten in her mind,” Ursula laughs. “[She] wants to do absolutely
ly
everything—ballet, piano, gymnastics, soc-cer, the list is long!”
Ursula is a stay-at-home mom and finds
nds
great joy in spending time with her chilildren. One of their favorite activities is playing
ing
rhyming games during car trips. This brings
gs us
to the fourth thing to know about Ursula: she
wrote down some of her favorite rhymes and
recently published them as a children’s book.
“I’m a firm believer that a good-night’s sleep is very important, especially during the first few years of life,” she says. “I
also believe that the tradition of reading
a bedtime story to little ones should not
be forgotten now that we live in an era of
tablets and game consoles. There is something wonderful about reading just ordinary books.”
“Throughout the years of reading to
our children,” she continues, “we found
rhyming books more catchy and easy to
remember. We used to recite them during
long car journeys. Playing rhyming games
with my children opened a new chapter in
my life when my husband encouraged me
to start writing them down. With his support, I decided to make the jolly rhymes
into a book.”
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“I gave the illustrator a very detailed description
of what I wanted for each picture, even down to the
shape of the eyes,” she continues. “For this age group,
you have to keep it vibrant and colorful but simple
at the same time. I wanted all of the illustrations to
be positive and joyful and happy. There is a chapter
about monsters, but the monsters are fun and happy
and you have to tickle them. I wanted the illustrations
to be in line with that.”

Ursula children were instrumental to her
Ursula’s
writing process and gave her good feedback
on the book. They’re very supportive, she says,
tho
even though
“sometimes they’re surprised that
mom is not at home because she’s doing readings.”
Visi
Visit
www.ursulataylorauthor.com
or
www.
www.facebook.com/dreamodoodle
to learn
more about the book or set up a storytime.
The fifth thing to know about the Taylors is the mottos they live by. Their family
mo
motto
is “You only live once, but if you do
it right, once is enough.” Ursula’s personal motto is “What doesn’t kill you makes
yo stronger.”
you
“Life sometimes throws obstacles unfe
der our feet,”
she says, “but I believe things in life
W should never give up but learn from
happen for a reason. We
experiences and persevere.”
Ursula, Morgyn, Nicol, Cai, and Isla love being part of the
Silver Creek community. Their message
to their neighbors is simple and heartfelt,
“Thank you for making us feel so welcome. We love you!”

**
Do you have a story to share? We want
stories featuring you and your neighbors.
Let us know about an interesting experience
you’ve had, an enjoyable vacation, a recent
activity, or simply introduce yourself. Email
us at eakpabio@bestversionmedia.com.
Together we can bring neighbors together,
stay connected and create an informative,
family-friendly forum.
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